ome, 


"of our preſent Sovereign 


a - 


oY S Fr iples of 1 
John C alvin, and Theo 


4 


N 


12 


i © 
oY 


* 
* owe % „„ „ 19% oe * 


„ 


2 
1 


» 
ay 


EDD TELE „ „ 


275777 


5 x 
8 . i 
4 ; * 
. 
* 
£ - * 4 
- # 
* 
- a 
: * . 
* * * d / 
* * » * 
* ba — 2 * 
g «4 
7 7 * 4 
: - 5 
b 3 o 
A * — 1 % 
- 
2 * * * * 3 « 
* 
7 
* 
— 
* 
4 
pe * * . 
4 . 
1 = * 
« '. . 
* P 7 * - 
* I 
A * * bo 
* a n 
Fe ry ha. ? * + 
7 Fi / 
* % 4 f * * 
— 4 1 q 8 = jo 
. * : 
p f 4 
. * 
- =y * 52 
* A = * m_ o 
7 \ — — | | 
* 
= | 8 b 
* 1 - 
: of 
. * by * 
. 
z Pl = o 
, „ * 
= od . - 
- 
* 4 : 
* 
| 
o = j ” 
5 i 
X , . 
\ „ 4 . 
o o ? F 
- . ras r 1 wt 4h qt ' um NOR Fs ; * : 


. 


+ 4w 


, 


* 4 — • 
. / 
Z „ — = 


10 TE ? 
Moſt Reverend Father i in G 0 D. 


Sir WI L LI AM Das, 
Archbiſhop of. Ye ORK. 


„ May it pleaſe. Your Fe WS 3 


it 1s the Happineſs 9 of 7M 
! 1. Men to be reſpected. by their 
Inferiours, among 755 reſt of 
your Admirers, J pre ſume to 
make this Addreſs to. Your Grace, as 4 
publick Teftimony of the particular Vene- 
ration I have Jo our Honour. TI know, 
that if the Value of Offerings were always 
to be equal to the Grandeur of the Perſons 
to whom they are preſented, 1 ſhould not 
dare to make this bold Addreſs ; - but the 
Greatneſs of my Devotion, that 2 1⁰ 


other way L 2 + at EY lent, will, | 
bp, 


Dedication. 


I bope, make Amends for the Meanne ſo of Þ 


this, and perſuade Your Grace to conde- 
ſcend to the Acceptance of this poor Ex- 
preſſion of my Reſpects. I am encourag'd 
to this Preſumption, not only by Your 
Grace's Emment Qualities both in Church 


and State, but alſo by the Subject of this 


J 


ſmall Trat, mbich treats of the Religion 
of our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign 
Ring GE Oo RGE, m. ofe Royal Pleaſure 
it is to honour Tqur Grace with the Admi- 


niſtration (in conjunction with Others) af 


the Government, till bis happy Arrival 
in Great Britain. In the mean time I 
attempt to ſubſcribe my ſelf 

. Your G R A C E's 


moſt humble, moſt obedient, 
and faithful Servant. 
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| Lutheran Church. 

i Iod O ſooner had the great Creator of Hea- 

4 ven and Earth, by the Power of an 

F omnipotent Fiat, created all Things - 


out of Nothing, and placed Adam and 


| Eve in the Garden of Eden, but the Word was 


preached, and Sacraments adminiſtred to them: 


5 hk For CanonicalWrit tells us of Sacrifices offer'd by 
Cain and Abel. There was alſo Excommunica- 
tion in the very Infancy of the World; for our 


firſt Parents for their Diſobedience were excom- 
municated out of Paradiſe, which was then the 
Type of the Church; and every Soul not circum- 
ciſed the eighth Day, was to be cut off from the 
People of God. Now after the unhappy Lapſe of 


oF our firſt Parents, Free-will being loſt both to them 


and their Poſterity, the true Religion became pro- 


4 - ſtituted to the Whims and Fancies of Mankind, 
- whoſe Minds being bigotted to downright Super- 


ftition, they worſhip'd the Works of their own 


: Hands, and every Nation made good this ſaying 


of Petronius, Noſtra regie tam preſentibus plena eff 
| | oY numi- 
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numini bus, ut ſacilins poſſi 5 deum quam hominem inve- 
zire. Thus may we perceive how weakly our 
Fathers did err before the Flood, and how con- 
tinually they fell upon Errors after. But beſide 


the Infirmities of humane Nature, the Seed of Er- 


ror hath much encreaſed through the Wiles of 


the Devil, whoſe Endeavours have been, and they 


* ceaſe not yet, to inſt il in the Mind of Man; There 
is no God at all; whereby extinguiſhing in the 
Minds of ſome the Compenfation of Virtue and 
Vice, and the Hope and Fear of Heaven and Hell, 
they comply in their Actions unto the Drift of 
his Deluſions, and live like Creatures below the 
Capacity of either. This is a good Way to under- 
mine the Baſe of all Religion; but coldly thriving 
in this Defign, as being repulſed by the Principles 
of Humanity, and the Dictates of that Production, 
which cannot deny its Original, he fetches a wider 
Circle, and when he cannot make Men conceive 
there is no God at-all, he endeavours to make them 
believe there is not one, but many; wherein he 
hith been fo! ſucceſsful with common Heads, 
thit he hath led their Belief thro' all the Works 
o Natur e. Again, to render our Errors more 
mofſtrbus, and whit unto Miracle ſets forth the 
Patience of God, he bath endeavour'd to make 
the World believe, that he was God himſelf: And 
failing of his firſt Attempt to be like the High- 
eſt in Heaven, he härh obtain'd with Men to be 
the me on Earth, and hath accordingly aſſum'd 
the Annexes of Divinit; 7, and the Prerogatives of 
the Creator, drawing into Practice the Operation 
of Miracles, and the Preſcience of Things to 
come. Thus hath he in a ſpecious Way wrought: 
Cares upon the Sick, play'd over the wondrous 
Acts of Prophets, aud counterfeited many Mira- 
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cles of Chriſt and his -Apaſtles. . Thus hath he 

© openly contended with God:; and to this Effect 
his Inſolency was not aſhamed .to play a ſolemn 


. 


30 


Stranger, the Sceptre was departed from Judah, 
which was the promis'd Time of the Coming of 
_- Chriſt: And they honour'd him with ſuperſtitious 


2 98 


Solemnities annually perform'd upon his Birthday, 


of which the Poet thus ſpeaks : 


— Cum 


4 | The HISTORY of 
—— —_ 
Herodis venere dies, undt aque fene ſtra | 
Diſpoſitæ pinguem nebulam vomuers lucerne, 
Port antes violas, rubrumque ampleæa catinum, 
Cauda natatThynni,tumet alta fidelia vin. 
| N | Perl. Sat. 1. 


But the Jewiſh Rites and Ceremonies being abo- 
liſnt by the Doctrin of Chriſt, it cannot be deny d 
but that the Chriſtian Religion is to be prefer'd 


before all others, in teaching that there is a God, 


5 : r whe Sed 7 — , 
PE 2 . ww. 23233 6 — a? P 
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that He is hut One, moſt Perfect, Infinite, Eternal, 5 


Omniſcient, Omnipotent, abſolutely Good, the 
Author of all Things except Sin, which in a man- 
ner is nothing; the Governor of the World, and 
every particular Thing in it; that jeſus Chriſt the 


Son of God died for our Sins, and roſe again for 


our Juſtification. It is alſo to be prefer'd before 
all others for the Reward it promiſes, which is 
not temporal Happineſs promis'd by Moſes to the 
Fews in this Life; not ſenſval and beaſt ly Pleaſures 
promis'd by the Prieſts of the Ethnichs or Pagans to 
their People in their Elyfan Shades; and by Aa. 
homet to his Followers in his Fol, Paradiſe; but 
Eternal, Spiritual, Immaculate, and Heavenly Fe- 
licity, in the full and perpetual Fruition of Gdd, 
in whoſe ' Preſence is fulneſs of Joy, and at his Right 


Hand are Pleaſures for evermore, ſuch as the Eye hath _ 


not ſeen, nor the Ear beard; and cannot enter into the 


Mind of Man. lt is alſo to be prefer d for teach: 
ing the Faith of the Reſurrection, which none of 
the Gentiles did believe, and not many 2 1 
| Jews, for the Sadducees deny'd it; only Chriſianiij 
believes it, being aſſur'd, that He who, by bis 
Power, made the great World of Nothing, is abte 


to re-make the little World of Something; nei- 


ther can that which is poſſible to Nature prove 
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mpoſſible to the Author of Nature: For if the 
one can produce out of a ſmall Seed a great Tree, 
with Leaves, Bark, and Boughs; or a Butterfly | 
out of a Worm, or the beautiful feather d Peacock 
cout of a miſ-ſhapen Egg, cannot the Almighty 
out of Duſt raiſe our Bodies, who firſt out of Duſt! 
made them? No Religion doth teach how GOd 
ſhould be worſhip'd ſincerely and purely, but Chri- 
ſtianity; for other Religions conſiſt moſt in Sacri- 
fices, not of Beaſts and Birds only, but of Men 
alſo; likewiſe in Multitude of unneceſſary Ceres: 
monies, whereas the Chriſtian Religion ſnews that 
God is 4 Spirit, and will be Wor in a 


and Truth. 
No Religion, like this, doth teach us the ere 
Object of our Faith and Hope, which is God; of 
Charity, which i is our Neighbour; of Temperance, 
which is the Kingdom of Heaveir; of Obedience, 
- Which is the Law; of Prayer, whicth:is:the King= 
dom of Heaven; and the Righteouſneſs: thereof 
in the firſt place, and then Things concerning onf 
worldly Affairs in the ſecond place: No Religion 
but this teacheth us to deny our ſelves; co forgive 
our Enemies, to pray for our Per fſecutors, to da 
good. to thoſe-who hurt us, to forget and forgive 
all Injuries, and to leave Vengeance to God, who 
will repay: No Religion, like this, teacheth the 
conjugal Chaſtity that ought to be bet wWeen one 
*: Man and one Wife; for other Religions. permtt 
either plurality of Wives, or Divorcès upon light 
Occaſions, or Fornication amongſt young People 
unmaärr yd; Crede mihi, non eſt flagitium: anoleſctn- 
tem ſcortari, ſays Terohichs Or that which4s wor ſe, 
and not to be nam'd { but Chriſtianity forbids un- 


chaſte Talk, immodeſt Locks, and evendunclean 


Thoughts. Other Religions forbid Perjury, this 


Swearing at all, except * à Judge; : ei 
cate 
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cate the Truth. No Religion doth ſo much urge 


the mutual juſtice or Duties that ought to be be- 
tween: Maſters and Servants, Parents and Chil- 


dren, Princes and People, and between Man and 
Mau. All Theft; Oppreſſion, Extortion, Uſury, 


Bribes and, Sacrilege, with all kind of Covetouſ- 
nefs and immoderate Care, are forbidden. More- 


over, the Excellency of Chriſtianity may be prov'd 
from the Multitude of Witneſſes, or Martyrs and 
Confe ſſors, who have not only forſaken Father 


and: Mother, Lands and Poſſeſſions, and whatſo- 


ever elſe Mas moſt dear to them, but likewiſe their 
Lines, and that with all Chearfulnefs, for the 


Name of Chriſt; and which is moſt ſtrange, in 


the: midft-of- Flames and other Torments, they 


did ſing and rejoyce, and accounted it no ſmall. 
Honour and Happineſs to ſuffer for Chriſt, being, 
fully perſuaded that the Afflictions of this Life 


were not worthy of the Glory that ſhould be re- 
veat'd'; and that after they had fonght the good 
Fight, and finifh'd their Courſe, 4 Crown — Right eouſ- 
weſt ar laid up for them. The Excelleney of the 
Author ede Chriſtianity above all other 
Religions; fon he was both God and Man, whoſe 
human Nature was without Spot or Sin, Original 
and Actual. He is the true Meſſias,, o in the 
fulneſs of PFime came; upon the accompliſhing of 
Duxiel's ſeventy Weeks, not long be fore the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, as was n by the Pro- 
phetsg bywhoſe Preſence the Glory of the ſecond 
Temple exceeded the Glory of the firſt, tho' in 
all Things elſe inferiour to it. Never was there 
any Religion propagated thro” the World, in that 
wonderful manner as this was, if we. conſt der 
either the Authors that ſpread it, who were illite- 


rate Fiſhermen, and yet could on a ſudden ſpeak 


al Languages z or n manner how j it was ſpread, 
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without either. Violence or Eloquence; whereas 
Mabome t ani ſin, and other Religions, have been for- 
ced upon Men by the Sword, Chriſtianity was pro- 
pagated by Weakneſs, Suffering, Humility, Pa- 
tience, Plainneſs, and working of Miracles; the 
ſuddeuneſs alſo of its Propagation, the great Op- 
poſition it had by the Potentates of the World, 
whom notwithſtanding theſe Fiſhermen con- 
quer'd; the largeneſs of this religious Exteat, as 
being ſpread over the four Parts of the habitable 
Earth: I ſay, all theſe being conſider'd, muſt 


needs fhew us what Preheminence this Religion 


: hath above all others, the Courſe whereof could 


not be retarded either by the Force, Policy, or 
Cruelty of Tyrants, who expcſed Chriſtians to a 
thouſand ſorts of Torments, yet in ſpite of all 
Oppoſition, it went like a mighty Torrent thro” 
the World, and like the Palm, the more it was 


ſuppreſt, the more it flouriſh'd : Per rela, per ignes, 


ab ipſo ducit opes, animumque ferro: What Religion 
could ever name ſuch Martyrs, either for Number 
or Conſtancy, as the Chriſtian can? To be brief, 
how far Truth exceeds Error; one God, multi- 
plicity of Gods; his fincere and pure Worſhip, 
the Idolatry of worſhipping evil Spirits, Stars, 
dead Men, bruit Beaſts, yea, meer Accidents and 
Fancies; and how far divine Power exceeds all 


humane Power, ſo far doth Chriſtianity exceed 


Gentiliſm. Again, how much Chriſt exceeds Mo- 
ſes; and the Goſpel the Law; and how far the 
Precept of Patience and Meekneſs taught by 
Chriſt exceeds the Precept of Revenge deliver'd 
by the Writer of the Pentateuch; how far Baptiſm 
excels Circumciſion, and the Lord's Supper the 
Fewiſlr Paſſover ; the true propitiatory Sacrifice of 
Chriſt's Body, all the Sacrifices of Beaſts and 
Birds; how far the eaſie Yoke of Chriſt is lighter 
ng than 
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than the heavy Burden of Moſes; and the true 
- Meſſiah already come, exceeds the Jews ſuppoſed 
- Meſſiah yet expected; ſo far doth the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion excel the Superſtition of the Jews. . 
Again, how far Jeſus, in reſpect of his humane 
Nature exceeds Mahomet, the one being conceiv'd 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary, 
the other being conceiv'd and born after the 
manner of other Men ; the one being without 
Sin, the other a Thief and Robber; the one 
teaching Love, Peace' and Patience, the other 
Hatred, War, and Revenge; the one curbing + 
Mens Luſts by Monogamy, the other letting looſe 
the Reins to Uncleanneſs by Polygamy; the one 
; Planting Religion in the Soul, the other in out- 
ward Ceremonies of the Body; the one permit- 
ting the moderate Uſe of all God's Creatures, 
the other prohibiting Wine and Swines Fleſh; ; 
the one commanding all Men to ſearch the Scri- _ 
; Þtures, the other prohibiting the Vulgar to read 
the Alcoran, or to tranſlate it out of Arabic into 
other Tongues; the one working by Miracles, the 
other only by cheating Tricks; the one propa- 
gating Religion by Suffering, Patience and Humi- 
lity, the other by Cruelty, Oppreſſion and Ty- 
Tranny ; the one chuſing for his Followers inno- 
cent and holy Men, ſuch as follow'd their Trade 
of Fiſhing, the other wicked and prophane Per- 
Jons, whoſe Trade conſiſted in Thieving, Rob- 
bing and Murthering ; the one teaching ſound 
and wholſom Dorin, the other ridiculous and 
Javonrleſs Fables: Now, I ſay, how far the Man 
Chriſt Feſus (not to ſpeak of his Divinity) did ex- 
ceed Mahomet, fo far doth Chriſtianity exceed Ma- 
bometaniſm. Thus as the Chriſtian Faith furpaſſes 
all other Profeſſions. in the World, God grant, 
That as it is the beſt of all Religions, ſo we of 
r . : Great 
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Great Britain may prove the beſt of all the Profeſ- 


ſors thereof, learning to. deny ourſelves, to take 
up the Croſs of Chriſt, and follow him in Meek- 
neſs, Patience, Humility, Juſtice, Sobriety, Ho- 


lineſs, Love, and all other Virtues, wherein the 


Life of Religion conſiſts; laying aſide Self- Inte- 


_ reſt, idle Quarrels, needleſs Debates, unpro- 


fitable Queſtions in Points of Religion, but let us 
maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Love, and know, that Religion is not in Words, 
but in Works; not in Opinions, but in ' Aſſy- 
rance; and not in Speculation, but in Practice. 
Furthermore, give me leave to tell you, that the 
Church of God is a little Flock beſet with many 
Wolves, as Fews, Turks, Pagans, and Atheiſts, 
why then ſhould we not be careful to preſerve 
Peace, :Love, and Unity among ourſelves, the 
only Thing to make us formidable to our Ene- 
mies, for Concordia res parve creſcunt. A bundle 


of Arrows cannot be broken, except they be ſe- 


. parated and disjoyn'd; nor could the Horſe-Tail 


125 


A 4 * 
2 


and the Fleſh, with Principalities and Powers, 
i 2 ſpiritual Darkneſs, and chiefly, with our 
» ſelves. 


£ be pluckt off (as Sertorius ſhew'd the Romans) fo 
long as the Hairs were twiſted together; and as 


hard a Matter jt will be to overcome us, ſo long 


as we are united in Love; but let this Band be 


broken, and we are a Prey to every Enemy ; 


1 imbelles damæ quid niſi præda ſumus. If we will 
needs fight, let us do it with our profeſt and 


common Enemies, with the Devil, the World 


Buy what is hitherto ſaid, we may alſo perceive 


the Chriſtian Religion to be the ſureſt Guide to 
Salvation, and to the Glory of this Nation, 


4 which had the Honour of giving Birth to Con- 
+ frantine and Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian Emperor 


and 
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and King in the World. Chriſtianity was as ſoon 


planted here as in any Part whatever, excepting 
Syria, where the Promulgation of the Goſpel firſt 
began; for if St. Paul was not the firſt Founder 
of a Church in this Ifland, yet bave we good 
Grounds to believe Foſeph of Arimathea taught 
the Chriſtian Faith at Glaſtenbury in Somerſetſhire; 
but by reaſon of Perſecutious, or for want of a 
ſupply of Preachers, Chriſtianity did not flouriſh 
Here till the Reign of Lucius a Britiſh King, which 
was towards the end of the ſecond Age, when 


by his Example of Piety, and the Diligence of 


the firſt Preachers, Chriſtianity ſoon ſpread over 
his Dominions; and the ancient Britains had Bi- 
Mops of their own, without any juridical Depen- 
dency from the See of Rome, the Britiſh Church 
continuing a diſtinct and independent Church 
from all others: But when the Heathen Saxons 
came to be poſſeſſed of this Iſland, and the Na- 
tives forc'd to take ſhelter among the Mountains 
of Wales, the Chriſtian Faith fled with them, and 
this Country was again darken'd with Heatheniſm 
till about the Year 596, when Auſtin the Monk 
being ſent by Pope Gregory the Great to preach 
the Goſpel here, the Work proſper'd ſo well by 


his Diligence and Zeal, that all the Saxons were 


by degrees converted to the Chriſtian Faith, but 
with a Subjection to the Church of Rome. Thus 
the Church of England continu'd a Subject to the 
Roman Church, and ſuck'd in her Errors and Su- 
perſtition, till the Reign of Henry VIII, who be- 
ing juſtly diſguſted at the Pope, reaſſum'd the 
Power of the Chriſtian Britiſh Kings, his ancient 
Predeceſſors, and laid by that means the Ground 
for a Reformation, in which a great Progreſs 
was made in the next Reign, being that of Ed- 
ward VI, Son and Succeſſor to the foreſaid Hen- 
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inrended to take up the Body of King Henry her 


+ 


| ing,out the Nous, ang Fryers, Doc. rhe Colmeir 


next upon the, Throne of England, re-eſtabliſh'd 
the Reform'd Religion, by t 


$ 
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of his Horſe. Super aſpidem & baſiliſcum ambulabis, 
u- i was the ſaying of another of Chriſt's pretended 

2? Vicars, whilſt he ſet his Feet on the Neck of an 
n. Emperor, lying proſtrate before him in St. Mark's 


+ Churchin Yenice. And Pope Celeſtine crowning 


This John Wickliff, an Engliſhman, who firſt 
e ' opposd the Errors of the Church of Rome, was 
Tr __ -aProfeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Oæ- 
PFord, being a Man of great Learning, and was 
arriv'd to ſuch a high degree of Erudition, that 
he was thought the moſt excellent Theologian of 
his Time. He had ſome great Friends, as the 
Duke of Lanucaſter, and the Lord Piercy Marſhal 
of England, by whoſe means he had great Liber- 
tyof his Profeſſion; and he found fuch Favour 
i with King Edward the Third, that he ſent him 
with his Embaſſador into Italy, to treat with the 
3 Pope's Legates, with a full Commiſſion concern- 
1 ing Affairs betwixt his Sovereign and chief Head 
t of the Papacy. But Pope Gregory the Eleventh 
5 
B 


nt Henry the Fourth Emperor of Germany with his 
1y 7 Foot, with his Foot ſpurn'd it off again in St. 
in _ Peter's Church, to ſignify that the Popes of Rome 
Is have Power both to crown Emperors, and un- 
7, crown em when they pleaſe. of | 


4 being inform'd how much Wickliff's Doctrin did 
fpread through the Land, he writ to the Arch- 
biſhopof Canterbury, and the Biſhop of London, to 
"x cauſe him to be apprehended, and writ to King 
„Edward, or rather King Richard the Second, who 
ſucceeded him, to perſecute Wickliſf; and ac- 
cCordingly the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and Bi- 
ſnop of London did vex and trouble him, and held 
ſundry Meetings of the Clergy to condemn him 
and his Doctrin, which ſtrongly proteſted againſt 

the Adoration of Saints, Images, the Virgin Ma- 

ry, or Angels; * Tranſubſtantiation; 

8 auri- 
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auricular Confeſſion ; Prayers for the Dead, or 


in an unknown Tongue; extream Unction, and k 
many other -erroneous Tenets, then, and ſtill * * 
maintain'd by the Papiſts, to the great Scandal of 7% Fj 
the Chriſtian Religion. A long time after this, 4 
John Wicklif returning again, either from his ; 
Baniſhment by King Richard the Second, or from x 
"ſome Place where he was ſecretly: kept, he re- 1 
pair d ta his Pariſh at Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire, 1 , 
where he was a Parſon, and quietly departed f 
this mortal Life in a good old Age in 1384, ha- x 
ving writ divers Books, which in 1410 were 
-burat at Oxford; and not only in England, but 
"alfo-in- Bohemia, where ſeveral were committed 
to the Flames by the Archbiſhop of Prague. 
Moreover, ſuch was the Malice of the Church of 1 F 
Rome againſt him, that digging up his Body and 
Bones 41 years after his Death, and burning them, 

_- the Aſhes they threw into a River, thinking 
thereby utterly to extinguiſh and aboliſh both * 


his Name and Doctrin for ever; but neverthe- 
leſs, the Word of God and Truth of Doctrin, 
with the Fruit and Succeſs thereof, they could 
neither burn nor. drown, for moſt part of his 
Articles remain to this very Day. The Doctrin 


of Wickliff was profeſt and vindicated by one 
_ William Santre, a Miniſter of St. Margarets in the | __ 
Town of LZynz, who being brought before Thomas 
Arundel Archbiſhop of Canterbury and his Clergy, _ 
iscondemn'd and burat for Hereſy, in the Reign © 
of King Henry the Fourth, the firſt of all our 
Engliſh Monarchs who began the unmerciful Per- 
fecution of Chriſtians, for ſtanding againſt the 
Pope; but ſuch was the wicked Reign of this 
Prince, that he was ever terrible to the Godly, 
and unaccountable in his Actions, which made it 
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- the LurRHERAN Church. 15 
not very quiet, but always full of Trouble, Blood 


and Miſery. 


Now I ſhall proceed to Martin Luther, a Ger- 


man, born on the 11th of November in the year 


1483. He was educated at the Univerſity of 
Erford in Germany, where he became an Auguſtin 


2 Fryer; but timely perceiving the manifeſt Er- 
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rors of the Church of Rome, he proteſted againſt 


them, by teaching, that Iadulgences were unlaw- 
ful. He alſo oppoſed the Invocation of Saints, 
Image-worſhip, Free-will, the Pope's Suprema-, 
cy, Merits of Works, Celibacy in the Clergy, 
Monaſtical Life, Tranſubſtantiation, Communi- 
on but in one kind to the Laity, the Maſs, auri- 
cular Confeſſion, Purgatory, and Extream Un- 
ction; which made Eraſmus ſay, That Luther did 
well in detecting Errors. The Effect of his Do- 
&rin was true; and then a Reformation was to 
be wiſh'd, and was very neceſſary in the Church. 


Tuther then was not only condemn'd by the Pope 


for an Heretic, and excommunicated, but alſo 


Pope Leo commanded all his Books to be burnt, 


at Rome; whilſt on the other ſide Luther burnt 
at Wittemberg all his Canons and popiſh Decretals. 
Likewiſe the Emperor of Germany, by the Pope's 
Inſtigation, was order'd to baniſh him, but he 
was kept ſecret by certain Noblemen of Saxony, 
and in the time of his Abſence out of Mittemberg, 
one Andreas Carolſtadius proceeded more rigo- 
rouſly in Cauſes of Religion, in inciting the 
People to throw down the Images ſet up in 
Romiſh Churches. Luther returning again into 
the City, greatly diſliked the Order of their 
Proceedings, and reprov'd the Raſhneſs of Ca- 
rol ſtadius, by declaring that his Actions herein 
were not orderly, for Pictures and Images ought 
firſt. to have been thrown out of the Hearts and 

Ne GW3 Con- 
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Conſeiences of Men, and the People ſnould have 
been firſt taught, that we are ſay'd before God, 
and pleaſe him only by Faith, and not by wor- 
ſhipping Images; for was this done, and the 
People well inſtructed, there would be no Daf- 
ger of Images, becauſe they would then fall of 
themſelves. Nevertheleſs, he did not repine 
(he ſaid) as though he would maintain or ſuffer 
Images to ſtand, but that pulling of them down = 
belong'd to the Magiſtrate, and not by Force u- 
on People without Order and Authority. Now 
the Cauſe why Luther blam'd Carolſtadins for this 
violent throwing down of Images, aroſe from 
Pope Adri an's ſending Letters to all the Princes 
and States in Germany, wherein he grievouſly 
complain'd and charged Luther and his Follow- 
ers with Sedition, Tumults, and Rebellion a- 
us Magiſtrates, and ſtil'd *em Subverters and 
eſtroyers of all Order and Obedience ; there- 
fore Luther, to ſtop the Mouth of his Slanderers, 
and to prevent ſuch finiſter Suſpicions, was 
oblig'd to proceed this way, to ſhew that nothing 
of his Doctrin tended towards doing Things 
againſt Order and Authority. Indeed Luther 
had many Conflicts with the Pope, the Cardinals, 
and others of his Clergy ; and notwithſtandin 
their Fury and Rage, and Plots againſt him, hd 
the great Power of his Adverſaries, the German 
Emperor, and King of Spain, with other Poten- 
tates, yet they could not prevail againſt him, 
nor take away his Life ; for he died peaceably in 
his own Country where he was born, teaching 


and preaching Chriff crucify'd the ſpace of 29 


years. Many Dangers he eſcaped, eſpecially 
theſe two, which are not to be paſſed by with- 
out ſome notice. Once when a-certain Few was 
appointed by his Enemies to deſtroy him with 
Cs mw Poiſon, 
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Poiſon, it pleaſed God that Zarher had warn- 


ing thereof before, for the Picture of the Jew's 


Face was ſent him, whereby he knew the Aſſaſ⸗ 
fine's Perſon, and avoided the Peril. Another 


1 time as he was ſitting in a certain Place at Stool, 
great Stone there was over his Head in the 


Vault, which miraculouſly kept its Place ſo long 


as he was fitting, but as Toon as he was up, it 
immediately fell upon the Place where he fate, 
and would have cruſh'd him to pieces if it had 
faln upon him. He was very fervent in Prayer, 
and in his Sermons preach'd with ſuch Efficacy, 
that thoſe which heard him thought their own 
> Infirmities and Temptations were touch'd and 
noted. He dy'd in his climacterick 'Year, "Ars 
Domini 1546, and ended his Life whilſt uttering 
this Prayer. een 7 


T Heavenly Father, cternal and r 
ciful Go p, I hou haſt manifeſted 


unto me thy dear Sm IE SUSCRHRISr. 
I have taught Him, I have known Him, 
I love Him as my Life, my Health and 


y Redemption, whom the Wicked haze 


- 


1 perſecuted, maligned, and with Injury af- 
* flacked, draw my Soul to I hee. I com- 
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greater Prophets, twelve leſs Prophets. The 
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By what has been ſaid, we may perceive 
the Doctrin of Luther to be agreeable to that of 
the Church of England, the Reformation where- 


of was ſetled, as before-hinted, under the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeth, in the Year 1562, 


the Doctrinal Points whereof, conſiſting of 39 


Articles, were confirm'd by her and her Parlia- 
ment; and the Subſtance: of which take as 
follows. | VVV | | 


1. The Unity of the Godhead, and Trinity. 
of Perſons owned. | N | 


2. That the ſecond Perſon, The. Ward made 
Keſh, being in two diſtinct Natures, and one un- 
divided Perſon, Chriſt, very God, and very 
Man, ſuffer'd, was crucify'd, dead and buried, 
a Sacrifice to God for Original and Actual Sin. 

3. That he deſcended into Hell. | 

4. That he roſe again from Death, and aſcen- 
ded into Heaven, and ſhall return again to judge 
all Men at the laſt Day. | | Gebe 

5. That the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the 
Father, and the Son, of the ſame ſubſtance, Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, Very and Eternal God. 


6. That the Holy Scriptures containeth all 


Things neceſſary to Salvation, viz. theſe. Books 


which are Canonical; Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joſbua, Fudges, Ruth, firſt 
and ſecond Book of Samuel, firſt and ſecond Book 
of Kings, firſt and ſecond Book of Eſdras; Eſther, 
Fob, Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, Canticles, four 
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Apocrypha is to be read for Example of Life, and 
Inſtrũction of Manners, viz. the third and fourth 


of Eſdras, Tobit, Fudith,, the reſt of Eſther, Wiſe 
dom, Eccleſiaſticus, Baruch, Song of the three Chil- 
dren, Hiſtory of Suſannah, of Bell and the Dragon, 
Prayer of Manaſſes, firſt and fecond Book of Mac- 
cabees. That all the Books of the New Te FE 
as commonly received, are Canonical. 


7. That the Old 8 — doth agree 1 the 
New, in offering eternal Life by the Mediatorſhip 
of Chriſt. That the old Fathers look'd farther 
than on tranſitory .Promiſes ; and although the 
Ceremonial and Ritual Law doth not * * Fet 
the Moral Commandments do. 


8. That the three reads... the , poſt, Mee; 
and Athanaſius, ought throughly to 5 beliey'd, 
and may be warranted out of rin | 


9. That Original Sin is the Corruption of every 
Man's Nature, and a;continual Fropeniry to E- 
vil, deſerving God's Wrath. A 


10. That we can do no \ good Works without the 


Grace of God by Chriſt aſſiſting us. 


11. That we are juſtify'd only for the Aferit 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſws Chriſ by Faith, 
and not for our own Works. 


12. That good Works, cm to God in 
Chriſt, do neceſſarily ſpring out of a true Faith, 


which is known by them as a Tree by its 
Fruit. | 


13. That 
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13. That no Works done before the Grace of 
Chriſt, and \Infpiration ' of his Holy Spirit, are 


14. That the Doctrin of Supererogation (to wit, 
that there are good Works which God hath nor 


| 


commanded) is falfe. © -+ 

15. That chriſt alone was without Sin, and all 
of us offending in many Things 
16. That after Baptiſm and the Holy Ghoſt 
received, a Man may fall into deadly Sin, and by 


the Grace of God may again ariſe, repent, amend, 
R f 
17. That ſome are predeſtinated of God to Life | 
Eternal by Chriſt; ſuch are called accordingly, a 
and through Grace obeying the Call, are juſtify'd 6 


freely. That as the Conſideration of Predeſtina- 
tion is comfortable and beneficial to Spiritual 
Men, ſo it is of dangerous Concern to Carnal Men. 
And, That we muſt receive God's Promiſes as they 
are revealed, and acquieſce in his Will as it is « 
declar'd in Holy Writ. ICE . 


4 That no Man can be ſav'd by living up to 4 | 
the Rules of any Law or Se, but only by the 
Name of FJeſus Chriſt. : 4 


19. That the Viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congre- 

l gation of faithful Men, in which the pure Word 

i of God is preached, and the Sacraments duly MW *« 
adminiſtred ; and, That the Church of Rome had 
err'd in Matters of Faith, as ſome other ancient 
Churches have done. ; 


ANI 


> aw 


20. That 
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20. That the Church hath Power to decree 
Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority in Controver- 
of Faith; yet cannot lawfully ordain any 
Thing contrary to God's Word, or ex pound 
any one Place of Scripture repugnant to ano- 
ther, or enforce any Thing to be believ'd for 
Neceſlity of Salvation, beſide what is in Holy 
Writ: | | 


21. That General Councils are not to meet 
without the Will of Princes. That they may 
err, and ſometimes have err'd. Nor have they 
Authority to ordain any Thing as neceſſary to 
Salvation, but out of Holy Scripture. 


22. That the Romiſu Doctrines of Purgatory, 
Pardons, Worſhip of Images, Relicks, and Invocation 
of Saints, cannot be warranted by Scripture, but 
are rather repugnant to the Word of God: 


23. That no Man ought to preach publickly, or 
adminiſter the Sacraments, unleſs he be, lawfully 
called, and ſent thereto by publick Church- 
Authority. | | 


24. That Praying, or Adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments in an unknown Tongue, is repugnant to the 
Word of God, and the Cuſtom of the Primitive 
Church. 


25. That Sacraments ordain'd of Chriſt, are not 
only Badges or Tokens of Chriſtianity, but ra- 
ther ſure Witneſſes, and effectual Signs of Grace, 
and God's Good-will towards us. That the 
two Sacraments ordain'd Of Chriſt, are Baptiſm and 
the Supper of the Lord; and, that Confirmation, 

D Penance, 


NJ 
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Penance, Orders, Matrimony and extream Unction, 
are not Goſpel Sacraments, having no viſible Sign 
or Ceremony in the Goſpel. That the Sacraments 
were not ordain'd to he gaz'd upon, or carry'd 
about in Proceſſion, but for a due Uſe ; and, that 
they have a wholſom Effect only upon worthy 
Receivers, and a quite contrary on others. 


26. That the Unwort hineſ⸗ of Miniſters make 
none of Chriſ”s Ordinances ineffectual to worthy 
Receivers. | 


27. That Baptiſm: is a viſible Sign and Seal of 
Regeneration; and, that the Baptiſm of young 


Children is moſt agreeable with the Inſtitution of 


Chri ſt. | 


28. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is, fo 
worthy Communicants, a Partaking of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt. That Tranſubſtantiation can- 
not be prov'd by Holy Writ, but is repugnant 
to it. That the Body of Chrift is given, taken, 
and eaten only after an Heavenly and Spiritual 
Manner by Faith; and, that this Sacrament was 
not by Chriſt's Ordinance reſerved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worſhipped. 


29. That the Wicked are not in this Sacrament 
Partakers of Chriſt ; but rather to their Condem- 
nation, do eat and drink the Sign of ſo great a 
Thing. 

30. That the Cup is not to be deny'd to the 
Laity. 5 


31. That 


NO) hoe 
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31. That the one Oblation of Chriſt, as a Pro- 
pitiation and Satisfaction for Sin, was finiſned up- 
on the Croſs; and, that the Popiſh Sacrifices of 
Maſſes are blaſphemous. | N 


332. That Marriage of Prieſts is not unlawful. 
33+ That the Converſation of Perſoys excommuni- 
cated is to be avoided. 1 5 


34. That Traditions and Ceremonies are va- 
riable, according to the Authority of every par- 
ticular and national Church. 
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35. That the Second Book of Homilies contains 
that Dodrin which is godly and wholſom. 


- 36. That the Book of Conſecration of Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, and ordaining of Prieſts aud Deacons, 
ſet forth in the Time of Edward the Sixth, is re- 
ligious and godly ; and they that are conſecrated 
and ordained according te the ſame Rites, are 
rightly, orderly, and lawfully conſecrated and 
ordained. TH TRIO | S#; 


- wRF 


37. That the Sovereign Perſon in this Realm, is 
chief Governor in it, of all Eſtates, in all Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, according to that only 
Prerogative which ſerve to have been given always 
to Godly Princes in Holy Scripture by God 
himſelf. That the Biſhop of Rome hath no juriſ- 
diction in England. That the Laws of the Realm 
may puniſh Chriſtians with Death -for heinous 
Offences. - That it is lawful for Chriſtian Men, at 
the Command of the Magiſtrates, to wear Wea- 
po ns, and ſerve in the Wars. HIST 


"3 - 39. That 
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38. That the Goods of Chriſtians are not com- 
mon, yet that Alm giving is every Man's Duty, 
according to his Ability. | 


39. That as vain and raſh Sweariag 1s forbidden 
by Chriſt, and his Apoſtle St. James, ſo, when a 
Magiſtrate requires, a Man may teſtifie upon 
Oath in a Cauſe of Faith and Charity, ſo it be 
done in Juſtice, Judgment and Truth. 


Now theſe Articles John Calvin, and Theodore 
Beza of Geneva, who follow'd his Tenets, did 
not believe; neither did he hold that Lent, and 
other ſet: Faſts were to be kept, nor the Baptiſm 
of Water to be of abſolute Neceſlity : Likewiſe 
he, nor his Followers the Presbyterians, reſpect not 
Monarchical Government any more than the In- 
dependants, Or Congregationalifts, ſo call'd, becaufe 
each Congregation amongſt them governs it ſelf 
independantly from all others. Of the ſame 
Stamp, for admiring a Democracy, are the Ana- 
baptiſts and . Fifth-Monarchy-Men, who expects 
CHRIST's Temporal Kingdom upon Earth 
for a Thouſand Years, grounding this their O- 
pinion upon ſome particvJar Places in Scripture, 
T_ others take to be underſtocd in a Spiritual 
enſe. | 3 1165 Fen ye 


- Beſides theſe Sects, who do not affect Monar- | 


chy, there is another tolerated here, call'd Qua- 
kers from their way of quaking and groaning in 
their Meetings when they wait for the Spirit. 
They are a ſort of Enthuſiaſts, that pretend to In- 
ſpiration, rejecting all Miniſterial Ordinances, 
uling no Sacraments, and pretending to a Light 
within that leads 'em into the way of Truth, 
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but, in my opinion, rather into the Paths of 


Darkneſs. In Civil Matters they will have all 
Men equal, and think all Oaths unlawful, con- 
ſequently they only uſe Tra and Nay to affirm or 
deny a thing. They ridicule the Civility of the 
Hat, and their Cuſtom is to Thee and Tho all 
Men without diſtinction, the Prince as well as 
the Cobler. The Plural Number, when we ſpeak 
to one, is to them a great Soleciſm; and whereas 
moſt Names of Days and Months are of 4 Pagan 
Origin, they never name them otherwiſe than 
the Firſt, Second, or Third Day of the Week; the 
Fourth, Fifth, or Sixth Month. They affect Plain- 
neſs in their Garb, but in the way of Trade they 
are as ſubtle as any other People whatever. To 
ſhew in few words their- different Manners of 
Worſhiping, it may be ſaid, The Papifts ſerve 
GO D gaudily ; the Church of England decently; 
and the Diſſenters, which have ſprung from John 
Calvin and Beza of Geneva, without Ceremony. 
But now, G OD he prais'd, though our pre- 
ſent moſt gracious Sovereign is a Foreigner, yet 
is he a Proteſtant. All the World knows His Ma- 
jeſty King G EO RG E to be a Lutheran, which is 
ſo much correſponding with the Doctrine of the 
Church of England, that it is certain of being 
in a flouriſhing condition, ſo long as he and his 
Royal Poſterity ſhall reign over us; whoſe Oath 
at his Coronation is as follows. 


5 7 


| 5 Sir, Will you grant and keep, and . A 
your Oath confirm to the People of bY 
gland, the Laws and Cuſtoms to them 
granted by the Rings of England, Tour 


Law- 


26 | The HISTORT F 
Lawful and Religious Predeceſſors * and 
namely, the Laws, Cuſtams, | aud Pranchi- 


ſes granted to the Clergy, and to the Peo- 


ple, by the glorious King Saint Edward, 


Tour Pr edeceſſ or? K. I grant and pro- 
aſe to keep them. Abp. Sir, Will Ton 


keep Peace and Agreement entirely (accor- 


ding to your Power ) toth to God, the holy 


Church, the Clergy, and the People 
K. I will keep it. Abp. Sir, will you to 
your Power cauſe Law, Juſtice, and Dif- 
cretion in Mercy and Iruth, to be executed 
in all your Judoments ? K. I will. 
Abp. Sir, will Tou grant to hold and 
ep the Laws and Rightful Cuſtoms which 
the Commonalty of your Kingdom have 


- 1 7 


and to Defend aud Upbold them to the 


Honour of God, ſo mach us in you le 


K. I grant and promiſe ſo to db. 


Thus a King at his Inauguration binding him- 
ſelf by a ſolemn Vow, to do Right and Juſtice to 
all his Subjects, it is no leſs our Duty to pay 
that Loyalty to him which the Oaths of Alle- 
glance, Supremacy, and Abjuration require; and 
to pray for the long Life and Happineſs of that 
Crowned Head whom God, the Diſpoſer of Kings, 


18 


n Au | ar 1 


the Lumen HCNrb. 4 
is pleas'd to ſet over us. This Cuſtom of makin 
Prayers to the great Creator of Heaven and Eart 
for Kings, is of no late Invention, for it hath been 


in uſe long before the Law was given on Mount 
Sinai : It was us'd by Abraham; when ſojourning 


with his Wife at Gerar, Abimelech the King of that 
Country ſent and took Sarah, but God came to him 
by Night in a Dream, and faid, Thou art but a dead 
Man, for the Woman thou haſt taken is married to a 
Husband; therefore reſtore the Man his Wife, for he 
75 a Prophet, and he ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt 
live: But if thou reftore her not, know thou, that thou 
ſhalt ſurely die, thou, and all that are thine. Then 


Abimelech roſe early in the Morning, and calFd 


Abraham, and after ſome Expoſtulations with 
him, reſtor'd him his Wife, and gave him Sheep 
and Oxen, Men-Servants and Women-Servants, 
proffering him to dwell in the Land where he plea- 
ſed. So Abraham pray'd to God, and God heaPd 
Abimelech and his Wife, and his Maid-Servants, 
and they bore Children; for the Lord had faft 


clos'd all the Wombs of the Houſe of Abimelech, 


becauſe of Sarah, Abrabam's Wife. Now in this 


Hiſtory we may obſerve, that thoſe who are but 


meer Sojourners under.Kings in any Part of their 
Dominions, tho' not their natural-horn Subjects, 
as Abraham was here at Gerar under King Abime- 
lech, owe Allegiance to them, and are bound to 
pray toGod for their Health, Life, and Proſperity, 
eſpecially upon extraordinary Occafions ; and 


hence it may be gather'd that the natural Subjects 


of Kings are much more oblig'd to pray for them 
by the Bond of Duty, Loyalty, and Laws of God 
and Nature. Abraham, the Father of all the 
Faithful, is the very firſt Preſident recorded in 


Sacred Writ, or other Hiſtory, who pray'd fer 


the 


— — — — ͤ.ſ3̃ .- u — ————— * 


28 Ibe HIS TOR of 4 


the Perſon and Family of a King under whom he 
liv'd and ſojourn'd, that ſo his Example might be 


obligatory and preſidential to all other faithful 
People, Servants, and Saints of God, in all Ages 
and Places, as well Gentiles as Fews, who ought to 
follow his Steps therein. Again, he thus pray'd 


for Abimelech and his Family, though, it may be 


perceiv'd, he was a heatheniſh idolatrous King; 
and no Worſhipper of the true God ; as it is 


imported in theſe Words of Abraham to Abime- 


lech, Becauſe I thought ſurely the Fear of God is net 
in this Place, and they will flay me for my Wife's ſake, 
Geneſis 21. verſe 11. Therefore the Saints and 
People of God onght to pray to Him for their 
Kings and Royal Families, though Pagans, Papiſts, 
Infidels; or Hereticks ; but much more when they 
are Worſhippers of the True God and Religion, 
even Chriſtians and Patrons of the Goſpel of Je ſus 
Chriſt. Alſo it is to be obſerv'd that Abrabam 
here pray'd for Abimelech, his Wife, and Family, 
not of his own voluntary accord, but by ſpecial 
Dire&ion and Command from God : Therefore 
Prayers for Kiligs and their Families is no humane 
Arbitrary Invention, but a Divine Inſtitution, 
Precept, and Duty, which muſt be conſtantly 


perform'd out of Conſcience, in Obedience to 


God's Command; This Prayer of Abraham was 


not confin'd only to Abimelech's own Perſon, but 


extended to his Queen, Maid-Servants, and Po- 
ſterity; and was principally, that God would open 
their Wombs, which he had faſt cloſed, that they 
might. bear Children, which they did after Abra- 
ham had pray'd to God for them, that ſo there 
might be an Hereditary Succeſſion of his Children 


after him in the Kingdom; and therefore Sub- 
jects, eſpecially in Hereditary Kingdoms, are 


ob- 
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oblig'd not only to pray for their King's own 
Fern, but alſo for their Queens, Families, the 
ultiplication and Continuznce of their Royal 
Poſterity, to ſwày the Sceptre, and ſucceed them 
in the Throne, even by this original Precept of 
Abrahams Prayer, which comipar'd with his 
Oath and Covenant to Abimelech (who ſware 
unto him, that he would not lie unto, nor deal 
falſly with Abimelech, nor with his Son;-nor with 
his Son's Son, but according to the Kindneſs he 
had done unto Abrahan, that he ſnould: do unto 
um, and to the Land wherein he ſojourn'd) is 
A moſt pregnant Argument, not only of the 
Lawfulneſs of Subjects Oaths of Fealty, Ho- 
nage, Allegiance, and Supremacy to their Kings, 
their Heirs and Succeſſors, but likewiſe of the 
Antiquity, and inviolable Obligation of ſuch 
Oaths, which ought to be conſcientionſily-ob- 
ſerv'd without Lying, Falſnood, or the leaft 
Violation, by all who ſwear- them in the Sacred 
Name of the True Everlaſting God. 10 9207175) 
And laſtly; we are to: conſider, that all Sub- 
jets are melt principally oblig'd to pray for 
their Kings and their Families, when they lie 
under any judgments or Afflictions of God for 
their Sins, becauſe then they moſt need their 
Prayers, as a. ſpecial Means preſcrib'd by God 
to remove his Judgments," reſtore his Favour 
and Bleſſings to them, preſerve and lengthen 
iy. Lives, and make them fruitful in Poſte- 
Alſo after the Law was given, it was cuſtoma- 
1 to pray for Kings, and the firſt Prayer of this 
nature recorded in Holy Writ by God's own 
Spirit, is that uſed at the Anointing and Inaugu- 
ration of Saul, the very, firſt King elected and 
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ordain'd by God himſelf over his own People of 
Iſrael; for when he was choſen by Lott, and 
fetch'd from among the Stuff where; he had hid 
himfel£,: the Prophet Samuel ifaid to all the Peo- 
plez Ser h him whom the Lord hath choſen, tha 
thirei il more like him among all the People, and, all 
the People thereupon ſhooted, and ſaid God ſave 
the King, or, Let the King live, as the Hebrew 
Phraſe genders it 3 Which no doubt. they, often- 
times repeated, according to the uſpal Practice. at 


1 all Kings Corenations ever ſince z and it is very 
q probable: they learnt this from che, Cuſtom of 
: othet; Nations round about them: who had Kings 
4 and Kingly Government long before them. Like- 


wide Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions and 
Thankſgivings for Kings were allowed under the 
Goſpeh which never. exhorted, commanded ar 
encouraged in the leaſt, degree to-enrſs or pray 
agalnſt their Kings, ;thopgh Pagans, {T:yrants,;0r 
Perſecutors, much leſs to rebel agaipſt, .depoſe, 
dethrone or. behead them: If Chriſtiun then he 
thus exhorted, and, ohliged by the; Apoſtles to 
make Prayers, Supplications, Intexgefſions, and 
Thankſgivings ever fer their Pagan, perſecuting 
tyrannicaband wicked Kings, and not to de 975 
and murder them hy pretended Courts of Juſt ige, 
nor extirpate their Royal Poſterity, King ſhip, and 
alregiirheir Form of, Government; which, they 
prohibited from doing by theſe Texts, Let avery 
Soul be; ſulljett᷑ unto the higher Pawers. For there 4s 
no Power but of God ;, the Powers that be, are ordained 
ef Gad.; ¶ hoſoc ver therefore reſiſteth the Power, 
 reſifeih the Ordinunce; of Cod; and they that r.iſts 
frail receive to themſelues Damnation, Rom. XIIi. 
1 2. Put them in mind to be ſubje to Principali- 
ies aud Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, Tit. iii. I. 
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Submit your ſelves ts every Ordinance of Man for 
the Lord's ſale; whether it be to the King as Su- 
pream, or unto Governors, as unto them that ave ſcat 
him for the Puniſhment of evil-doers, and for 
the Praiſe of them that do well, 1 Pet. ii. 135 14. 
And the following Text juſtifies our prayiag for 
Kings; J exhort therefore, that firſt of all, Suppl;- 
cations, Prayers Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks 
be made for all Men: For Kings, and for all that: 


are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and 


peaceable Life im all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 
ii. t, 2. Tertullian, Cyprian, and other Fathers: 
of the Church, largely deſcribe the Loyalty of 
the primitive Chriſtians in praying for Kings, 
though Pagans and Perſecutors ; much more 
then ought we to pray for a Chriſtian King, un- 
der whom we live not in Bondage, but natural- 
born Subjects. All Expoſitors or Commentators 
on the laſt mentioned Text of Scripture agree, 
that Chriſtians ought to pray publickly and pri- 
vately to God for the Life, Safety and Proſpe- 
rity of Pagan and perſecuting Kings, Princes, 


Governors, and Rulers, as well as thoſe who 


are Chriſtians; this is the Precept of an Apoſtle, 
who was inſpired with the ſame Spirit as the 
Prophet Feremiah and Baruch, who ſent an Epi- 
ſtle to the captive Fews in Babylon, to pray unto 


the Lord for the Life of King Nebuchadaezzar, 


and of his Sons, and for the Peace of the City 
to which they were carried, becauſe in the Peace 
thereof they ſhould have Peace. If then this 
was (I fay once) the conſtant Doctrine, Practice 
and Duty of all the primitive Chriſtians, Biſhops, 
Miniſters, and Fathers of the Church, under their 
Bloodieſt,Perſecuting, Pagan, and Idolatrous Em- 
perors, Kings, and Princes, conſtantly: to make 
N e E 2 Sup- 
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Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions and Thankſ- 
givings to GOD for them, and to be moſt 
Dutiful, Loyal and Submiſlive to them, without 
the leaſt Rebellion, Inſurrection or Treachery 
againſt them, then much more ought it to be ſq 
under our lawful Hereditary Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes. 755 ö | we 
Having thus far ſhew'd our Duty in Praying 
for our Sovereigns, I ſhall now proceed to de- 
Clare, that the Church of England, with the Do- 
ctrine of Luther, comes the neareſt to the Reli- 
gion of the primitive Chriſtians of any upon 


Earth; and evidently ſet forth the Difference 


between them of the Church of Rome, and the 
Profe ſſors of the Church of England and Tuther- 


ans: For the Roman-Catholicks hold, that the 


Apocrypha-is of equal Authority with Canonical 
Scripture; they prefer the vnlgar Latin Edition 


to the Hebrew and Greek Texts ; that there is no- 
Neccſlity to tranſlate the Scripture into vulgar 


Languages; that the Scripture is not to be read 
by Lay-p:op'e; contrary to the Belief of us, 
and the Z#herans, who difown all thoſe Errors; 
with their vain Opinion of holding, that Infants 


dying in original Sin only, are puniſhed with the 


Pain of Lofs, not with the Pain of Senſe. The 
Romaniſts divide the two Tables ſo, that they 
make but three Commandments in the firſt, and 
ſeven in the ſecond ; making one Commandment 
of the firſt two, and two of the laſt : They hold, 
that good Works are meritorious in themſelves ; 
that Penance is a Sacrament ; Purgatory another 
Place of Puniſhment beſides Hell ; that there are 
ſeven Sacraments; that to the Water in Bap- 


tiſm ſhould be added Oil, Salt, and Spittle ; 


that the Bread is tranſubſtantiated into Chriſt's 
5 3 0059 Body; 


A. 1 . Mot) a AC — tk TOES wer en Wwe Tz, I 


—k _ a e 


D ee © ma 


. 
. 
d 
. 


the LUTHER AN Church. 33 

Body; that the Maſs is a propitiatory Sacrifice 
ar the Quick and the Dead; allow Extream 
nction; that Saints make Interceſſion for 


them; Invocation of Angels; Reliques to be 


honour'd ; and, that the Pope is St. Peter's Suc- 
ceſſor, and hath a ſupream Power over the tem- 
poral Eſtates of Chriſtians, to depofe Kings, 


and diſpoſe of their Kingdoms: All Which erro- 


neous Principles are alſo deny'd by the Church 
of England, and the Lutheran Church. Again, 
they bold, that Suffrages of the Living are be- 
neficial to the Dead; that their Agnus Dez's are 


Preſervatives againſt Lightning and Tempeſts 


baptize Bells; admit not the Laity to receive 
the Sacrament in both Kinds; admit not the 
Clergy to marry; uſe holy Water to croſs 
themſelves; Pilgrimages; and curſing them by 
Bell, Book and Candle whom they brand with 
the Name of Hereticts: All which Errors are 
likewiſe diſown'd by the Church of England and 


* * 


the Lutherans. 
Moreover, we, and the Lutheran Church, in- 


ſtead of curſing our Enemies, pray ſincerely for 


their Converſion; and fince the Religion of 


King GEORG E is ſo agreeable with the Church 
of England, in all eſſential Points of Faith, we 
may ſtile our ſelves happy in the Enjoyment of 
ſo good a Sovereign, of whom all loyal Subjects 
will have occaſion to ſay, when once it is his 
Pleaſure to make ns happy with his Preſence. in 
Great Britain, That his Brave and Royal Soul 
ſoars. above the ordinary Reach of Mankind, that 
ſeems to be a diſtinct Species of himfelf. We 
have this Character of him already, That he 
ſcoras ſo much the Vices of the World, that he 
will hardly ſtoop to a Virtue which is not He- 
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roick j or if he does, it is by his good Improve. | 


ment of it to make it fo. He is ene to whom all 
Honour and Grandeur ſeems cheap, which is not 


the Reward of Virtue; and he had much ra- 


ther ant Glory than not deſerve it. 

He is indeed a: Perſon truly Great, becauſe 
truly Good; his Royalty is of too excellent a 
Nature to be ſuppos'd the Creature of any thing 
beſides his own Virtues, and thoſe Virtues too 
eminent to be eſteem'd leſs than the moſt re fi- 
ned Actions of ſo great a Soul. He is no leſs 
the Glory of Mankind, than Man the Glory of 
the whole Sublunary Cr eation. - One that would 
every way deſervedly be accounted more than 
what is Human, was not one part of him Mortal; 
however, it is his firſt Care and Endeavour to 
make this mortal Part of him ſuch, as may make 
it apparant to the World, how great an Excel- 
lency may be the Companion of ſo much Frailty. 
Till he may be ſo happy as to enjoy the Heaven he 
hopes for, he does what he can to be an Heaven 
to himſelf,” and by his extraordinary Pains ſo 
beautifies his Soul ih all Cœleſtial Accompliſh- 


meats, that he needs only die to be in Heaven, 


and ſeems to want nothing of thoſe glorious 
Spirits that dwell: there, but only to. be wirhout 
a Body, and as high as they. 

To give you the Sum of what I think of our 
moſt gracious Sovereign King GORE in gene- 
ral, he i is every way ſo mne 5 more than Man, 
vhat he is no leſs in all things than himſelf. One 
whoſe rare Excellencies are ſuch, as would make 
us believe his Breeding had been amongſt the 


Angels in another World, rather than among 
Royal Perſons here in this, and that he was only 


lent us 2 while, as an univerſal Pattern for all 
Man- 
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3 Mankind to imitate, and to let ns ſee how much 
| | of Heaven may dwell upon Earth. He is fo 
t refined from all Mixture of our courſer Elements, 
as if he was abſolutely ſpiritualiz'd before his 
| Time ; and if ever His Majeſty was proud of 
. any thing, it was for being Conqueror over all 
Vices. He ſcorns, and is aſham'd of nothing but 
ö Sin. He lives in the World as One that intends 
ö to ſhame the World out of love with it ſelf; 
} and therefore he is ſingular in all his Actions, 
not becauſe he affects to be ſo, but becauſe he 
; cannot meet with Company like himſelf to make 


him otherwiſe. In fine, His moſt Excellent 

Majeſty is earneſtly defir'd to make us happy 
2 here with his Royal Preſence, and his coming 
over do we expect with great Impatience, to 
the end that when he aſcends his Throne, we 
may ſalute him with the uſual Acclamations of 
Vivat Rex, and GOD Save King GEORGE. 


